An irquest in connection with {he
reath of Joseph Alisn wss held in the
Crurtt.ouse, Naseby, on 3rd inat. Nr
R. F. Inder, J.P., was Acting Coroner,
#nd the jury was composed of Mesars
W. Strorg  (foreman), D. Inder, GC.
Graham, C. Dixon, Jas Paisley and I5.
W. Newman. :

William David Hore, farmer, Kye-
burn, depused that on the 26th Decem-
ber, he, in company with deceased, ra-
turned from the Waipiasta sports abou*
730 pom. They sttempted to cross the
Kyeburn River near witness’s residence
It was very high. When within a few
yards from-the further bank they wers
carried down the stream tbree or four
chains. The eart tipped up, the deceas-
ed was thrown cut and he did not see
him again. Witness retained hold of
the reins and was carried down s con-
tiderable c'stance, when he got huld of
& matagouri bush and serambled out.
Deceared war quite sober. They cross-
¢d at what wss known as Harris’s cross-
ing, which was always considered a
safe one. He viewsd the body then
lying nt the morgue and identified it
at that of Joseph Allan, by the clothing
atd muiks «n the boots. He had known
Allsn for 8 number of years, He did
not see him alter he %as thrown oat,
and if be did it was I1mpossible to do
enything. He immediately reported
the se ident tn the police at Naseby.
He ussisted ic the cearch for the body
cn-the day after the accident. '

Ll=xucder DPearsen  deprsed that
titee the sceident on the 26th Decem-
ber he kept @ fcek out for the body.
fte lived rn tie bank of the Kyebarn
River, .In the aftertcon of the 2nd
Janorry he wss on the bank of the
river,  He had beenup to Mr W, Hore’a
residerce *nd when returning he saw
t e heels of two boots saowing up, and
«n meking further Eearch found the
bedy almost buried in gilt. That was
atout 4 pom. He at once reported the
circevery to the police The body was
brtweentwn snd ahalf and three miles
b1 w FPurris’s farmm—ihe scene of t' @
i ccident

thatla man named Josepb Allan was
drowned. The following morning he
brought a seurch party to'the river and
asgisted in the search for the bedy. They
searched both sides for a number of
miles but fou-d no tr.-cs of deceasad,
The river was atill in high flocd. On
the 30th December‘when the river hag
gone down he apain, assisted by a
number, of perscus, made a further
search, but without result. Abont
5 30 p.m. on 2ad January he received a
wire from Alexancer Fearson that he
bad found the body, He immediately
wert down accompsnisd by C. Hora,
J. Paisley and W. Tempjleton, The
body was covered with gilt, only the
heels of the boots being visible. ]t
was in e very decomposed con'iticn,
He removed it to the morgue at Naseby,
He was speaking to W. Hore on the
26th December, at Waipiata, shertly
hefore he left to go home, and he was
then quite pober,

W. D. Hore recalled: I believe the
deceased to be 70 years of age. He
has a s1ster, Mrs Haatie, in Wellington,
&nd also snother sister in the North
Island, The deceased wsas a lebourer
and had been in this district for a
number of years,

The verdict retorned was: That the
deceased Joseph Allan met his death by
accidental drowning whilst attempting
t: cross the Kyeburn River, which was
im bi b floud, in a gig driven by W. D,
Hore, about 7 30 p.m. oo Friday, 26th
December, 1924; no blame being attuch-
ebhle to anyone,



